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CONCLUSIONS

The Forum was attended by 52 participants coming from all parts of the territory
of the former Yugoslavia, belonging to NGO's, peace movements, and political
parties. More than 50 observers from throughout urope also attended, including
the International Helsinki Federation, the Helsinki Citizens' Assembly,
YugoFay/London, Norwegian Institute of Human Rights/Oslo. The meeting was
convené® by a 13-member SteeriXF Committee, under the chair of Marijana
Grandits, Austrian Green MP, and Alexander Langer, Member of the Green Group
in European Parliament (South Tyrol, Italy). :

The Forum was convened with two aims. The first aim was to chart fresh paths for
peace and reconciliation, drawn from representatives of all sections of civil society in
the former Yugoslav republics. The specific proposals of the Forum, the result of
four days' deliberations, aﬁgear below. The second aim was to initiate a permanent
process for debate and deliberation among representatives of former Yugoslav civil
society, to facilitate dialogue and cooperation among democratic and peace-oriented
forces in all states and to impact the on-going international peace process. This aim
is being developed in collaboration with the London alternative Conference for a
Balcan Peace, held in August 1992, and the Citizens' Peace Conference to be held
November 1992 in Skopje. The Forum, the alternative Conference and the Citizens'
Conference are continuing to formalize their structures and to expand their

cooperation with other groups and parties.
General principles

The Forum observed:
1) massive violations of human rights and of humanitarian law as a result of the

Yugoslav wars, : g
2) certainty of expanding conflict,
3) failure of international peace process to achieve minimum conditions for peace

and reconciliation, :
4) lack of a clear political concept for a comprehensive Balkan settlement,

5) the fact that basic norms of democracy and human rights have never prevailed in
the region.

Preconditions for resolution:

1) Immediate and permanent measures to stop the violence, including the shelling,
shooting, expulsions, tortures, terror, ethnic cleansing, detention camps and other
means of waging the war.

2) Respect for all international acts, treaties and laws, especially humanitarian, with
a clear aim that all violators will take individual restonsxbility or their actions, with
enforcement by an international war crimes tribunal. 2 .
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democratic forces and by imposing international peace-making mechanisms and
institutions.

4) Agreement that territorial and demographic status quo ante will constitute the
general basis for future settlements.

5) Dedication by parties to the official peace process - both in the international
community and among the ex-Yugoslav parties - to put aside self-interests in the
aim of true mediation and negotiation.

Proposals:
To stop Bre war in the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina:

The Forum agreed that the only viable long-term solution is the establishment of a
large-scale UN administrative protectorate. This protectorate would have control
over all the territory of the refublic, and seek demilitarization and dismantling of
the militias and regeneration of civil politics.

The Forum observed that the debate on militarﬁ intervention has been uselessly
polarized between those for and those against. The Forum noted that international
military intervention - through the aggression against B-H, and then through UN
forces police intervention which may request the use of military force under UN
authority, arms purchases, and other means - has already begun. The present UN
intervention, however, has set no clear aims and therefore no clear means to achieve
anything. Present intervention, therefore, risks explosive escalation without
achieving peace.

The Forum supports the presence of UN forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina but demands
that these troops' aims and mandate are more clearly defined. The Forum su};ﬁorts
the use of these forces - starting with prohibition of all air traffic over B-H with the
exception of humanitarian flights but with the possibility of stronger measures - as a
diplomatic threat or as a real tool first to achieve a cease-fire and then to allow the
establishment of a UN protectorate.

In addition, the following immediate practical steps should be implemented to
substantially improve the lives of people in Bosnia -Herzegovina:

Telecommunications: provide satellite telephones and put deblockading of
telecommunication at top of Geneva agenda.

Post: establish normal function of domestic and international post throughout B-H.
Plastic and supplies: for replacing windows before winter comes.

Re[ugees: right to leave the country (especially women and children), right of
refugees to obtain health care and access to education. Guarantee safe passage out.
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Wounded: establish process for wounded to be able to leave to obtain proper care.

Medical aid: massive supplies of medical supplies are needed to Sarajevo and
especially to other towns.

Building supplies: for reconstruction of houses.

The Forum emphasizes that the failure to achieve a just resolution of the conflict in
Bosnia-Herzegovina will seriously undermine any efforts at mediation in Croatia, in
the pre-8enflict areas of Kosova, Macedonia, Vojvodina, Sandzak, and possibly the
wider Balkan region.

To Prevent the Spread of Conflict:

1) Immediate sending of military and human-rights observers to Croatia, Serbia,
Kosova, Vojvodina, Macedonia, Montenegro. These monitors will check extremist
olitics and prevent the consolidation of military forces. They will also restrict
uman-rights violations and will encourage civil political forces, especial peace and
human-rights organisations.

2) Immediate international recognition of Macedonia. Macedonia fulfills the basic
requirements of territorial integrity and rglpsect for human and minority rights, as
agreed by the EC's Badinter commission. The failure to grant recognition is raising
nationalist tensions and regional conflict with Greece and Serbia. Recognition must
include the lifting of the de-facto-economic sanctions against the Republic, assistance
for the protection of refugees, and nurturing of dialogue among all ethnic
communities in the Republic.

3) Immediate convening of international conferences on the status (including human
and ethnic rights) in Kosova and Vojvodina. The status of all ethnic groups and their
right to self-determination must be discussed within the framework of CSCE
documents on ethnic-group rights.

4) Institute a general amnesty for all conscientious-objectors in all Republics.
5) Establishment of a permanent parallel Peace and Reconciliation Forum with

access to the official peace process. This access will require official response to the
Forum's work and real appreciation of the voices of ex-Yugoslav civil society.

Contact, information: European Parliament, office Alexander Langer, ph.++32-2-
2845206, fax 2849105, Brussels
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